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1. Extract from the text THE FALSE COGNATES:

A DAY AT WORK

In the morning I attended a meeting between management and union representatives. The discussion
was very comprehensive, covering topics like working hours, days off, retirement age, etc. Both sides
were interested in an agreement and ready to

compromise. The secretary recorded everything in the notes. Eventually, they decided to set a new
meeting to sign the final draft of the agreement.

Back at the office, a colleague of mine asked me if I had realized that the proposed agreement would
be partially against the company policy not to accept workers that have already retired. I pretended to
be really busy and late for an appointment, and left for the cafeteria. Actually, I didn't want to discuss
the matter at that particular moment because there were some strangers in the office.

After lunch I attended a lecture given by the mayor, who is an expert in tax legislation and has a
graduate degree in political science. He said his government intends to assist welfare programs and
senior citizens, raise funds to improve college education and build a public library, and establish
tougher limits on vehicle emissions because he assumes this is what the people expect from the
government.

2. The sentences below have false cognates (the words in italics). Rewrite them substituting the
false cognate for a word from the box.
bookstore subtitles polite nice sometimes lately
answer foreigner private soap opera

a) Attend the telephone!

b) I haven’t been studying too much actually.

c) Her new boyfriend is so educated!

d) I eventually play soccer. Not more than twice a year.

e) I can’t believe you watch this novel every day.

f) I need to go to the library to buy three English books.

g) You must watch that movie with English legends, so you’ll practice your English.

h) Maria goes to a particular school near her house.




i) My new girlfriend is a stranger. She was born in Italy and she came to Brazil last month.

j) She’s sympathetic... You'll surely like her the minute you start talking to her.

3. What do the false cognates from the previous sentences mean in Portuguese? Choose the correct
option from the box below.

() assistir; frequentar () finalmente, por fim () desconhecido () biblioteca
() solidario () especial () lendas ( ) na verdade () instruido () romance

»

Mark the best option:

. NOVEL
. NOVELA

. NOVELO DE LA
. ROMANCE

OwWr>rH+

DATA

. DATA

. DADOS DE INFORMACAO
. DIA

OW>N

TAX
. TAXA
. IMPOSTO
. TAXI

OW>Ww

PUSH

. EMPURRAR
. PUXAR

. PULAR

Owp s

MOISTURE
. UMIDADE

. MISTURA

. MESTRADO

ODwm> U

SUPPORT

AJUDAR

DAR

SUPORTAR (AGUENTAR)

Nweo

BEEF

. CARNE DE GADO
. CARNE DE PORCO
. BIFE

OW>N

PRIVATE
. PRIVATIVO

. PRIVADA

. PARTICULAR

Ow>®

EDUCATED
. EDUCADO

. EDUCACAO

. INSTRUIDO

Ow>o©

10. PASTA

A. PASTA DE DENTE

B. MASSA (ALIMENTO)

C. PASTA PARA GUARDAR PAPEIS




11. LAMP
A. LAMPADA

B. LUMINARIA
C. LAMPARINA

12. COSTUME

A. FANTASIA (ROUPA)
B. COSTUME

C. COSTUMEIRO

13. LIBRARY
A.LIVRARIA

B. LIVRO

C. BIBLIOTECA

14. CONTEST
A. CONTEXTO
B. COMPETICAO
C. CONTENTE

15. ACTUALLY
A. ATUALMENTE
B. ATIVAMENTE
C. NA VERDADE

16. FINALLY
A. FINALMENTE

B. CONSEQUENTEMENTE

C. FINALIZADO

17. CIGAR
A. CIGARRA (INSETO)
B. CIGARRO
C. CHARUTO

18. COLLAR
A. COLAR

B. COLARINHO
C. COLA

19. BALCONY
A. BALCAO
B. BALCONISTA
C. SACADA

20. COMPREHENSIVE
A. ABRANGENTE

B. COMPREENSIVO
C. ADESIVO

21. ASSUME
A. PRESUMIR
B. ASSUMIR
C. SOMAR

22. FABRIC
A. TECIDO

B. FABRICA
C. FABRICAR

23. PRETEND

A. PRETENDER
B. PREGUICA

C. FINGIR




24. GRIP

A. GRIPE

B. AGARRAR FIRME
C. TOMAR

25.  INJURY
A. INJURIA

B. INJUSTO

C. FERIMENTO

26. EXQUISITE
A. REFINADO

B. AFINADO

C. EXQUISITO

27. ARGUMENT
A. ARGUMENTO
B. AGITAR

C. DISCUSSAO

28. PREJUDICE
A. PREJUIZO

B. PRECONIZAR

C. PRECONCEITO

29. LUNCH
A. LANCHE
B. JANTA

C. ALMOCO

30. POLICY

A. POLICIA

B. POLITICA (INTERNA DE UMA EMPRESA...)
C. POSTURA

31. HAZARD
A. AZAR

B. RISCO

C. AFAZER

5. Write 10 sentences with the false cognates in exercise 4:




